Multiple hemangiomas and hemangiomatosis--risk factors and outcome over an eight year period.
Hemangiomas are the most common tumors of infancy. Multiple cutaneous hemangiomas may be associated with the presence of hemangiomas in inner organs. However, there is little data on the risk factors for organ involvement and the outcome of a large sample of patients. patients with 3 or more cutaneous hemangiomas were evaluated with regard to patient characteristics, distribution of hemangiomas, results of radiological abdominal/cerebral imaging, clinical course, and therapeutic approach. We analyzed the risk factors for organ involvement and complications/outcome. The average gestational week at birth was 32.8; radiological imaging showed liver hemangiomas in 13.5% and mesenteric lesions in 1 (1.9%) but no cerebral lesions. Preterm infants (p=0.02) and patients with high numbers of cutaneous hemangiomas (p=0.02) were at higher risk of organ involvement. A life-threatening event occurred in 1 patient (1.9%). None of the patients died. Organ manifestation is relatively common in patients with multiple hemangiomas, complications are rare, but potentially life-threatening. We recommend abdominal imaging for patients with 3 or more hemangiomas, especially in preterm infants.